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e Countries have committed to expanding the Marine
Protected Area (MPA) network to 30% of the world’'s ocean
by 2030, more than tripling current coverage, and focusing
on areas important for biodiversity.

e There is a need to compile the best available knowledge to
identify these areas.

e Seabirds are the most threatened group of birds, important

indicator species and a large quantity of data have been
collected for these species.
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What we did

e We studied highly mobile Atlantic seabirds, undertaking long-
distance movements in the Atlantic and its adjacent seas.

e We compiled the largest tracking dataset (movement data) to
date for the Atlantic : > 13,000 individuals from 44 species.

e We mapped their distribution throughout the year, identified
important areas, evaluated the importance of national vs

international waters and their overlap with Marine Protected
Areas.
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Why is this work important

e First ocean-basin maps of the seasonal distribution of Atlantic
highly mobile seabirds & identification of important regions that
deserve conservation attention.

e Shows that expanding the MPA network strategically could better
protect highly mobile seabirds & provides knowledge layers to
support such strategic expansion and national and international
spatial planning efforts.




Why is this work important

e These new knowledge layers can support the revision or
description of new Ecologically or Biologically Significant marine
Areas, the identification of Key Biodiversity Areas. They contribute
important evidence for the implementation of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, the BBNJ Agreement &
the Samarkand Strategic Plan for Migratory Species.

e Highlights the need to integrate national and international
waters in conservation and marine spatial planning, and for
strengthened international cooperation to protect highly mobile
species.
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